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1. Presentation of AEGIS Europe 
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AEGIS Europe is an 
industry alliance that 
brings together over 20 
European 
manufacturing 
associations committed 
to free and fair 
international trade. 

Our members account 
for more than €500 
billion in annual 
turnover, as well as for 
millions of jobs across 
the EU.

We are representative 
of the whole value 
chain, from 
commodities down to 
consumer end 
products.



2. AEGIS Europe Missions
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To promote manufacturing, 
investment, employment, 
growth and innovation in 

Europe in a fair 
international competition 

and a level playing field 
environment. 

To promote an effective
and predictable

enforcement of the EU’s 
trade defence system. 

To advocate against 
distortions, notably those 

from state-run or other 
non-market economies, 

which risk endangering jobs 
and know-how in Europe’s 

industrial value chains. 



3. AEGIS Europe working structure
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Chair
Inès Van 
Lierde

Vice-Chair
Renaud 
Batier

Steering Committee General AssemblyStatutory bodies

Each working group addresses a trade related topic deemed to 
ensure a level playing field in a globalised competition framework 

Working groups

Secretariat Daily administrative and logistic management of the Alliance



Working Groups 
presentation
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4. Trade Defence Instruments WG 
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• The EU’s trade defence instruments are crucial in ensuring a level playing field for the European industry in
the light of the evolving changes in world trade and the unfair competition of players originating in non-
market economies

• The WG engages in dialogues with the European Commission, Member States and the European Parliament
by examining the overall trade defence policy and suggesting ways to improve it

• OUTPUT:

Ø Market Economy Status for China: The proper legal interpretation of China’s WTO Accession Protocol
Ø Contribution to the Commission proposal to change the anti-dumping methodology for Non-Market

Economy countries
Ø Suggested actions needed in context of the COVID-19 crisis
Ø Reaction to the suspension of trade defence measures
Ø Contribution to the anti-coercion proposal



5. WTO WG 
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• The modernisation of the WTO is necessary to address competing economic and political systems

• Such revamp of the WTO rules should make rules more effective by:

Ø ensuring enhanced transparency
Ø adopting new rules and disciplines particularly in relation to industrial subsidies
Ø Implementing an enforcement mechanism

• OUTPUT:

Ø Paper dealing with the role of WTO Appellate Body case law and practice in the area of trade defence
Ø Study about all trade distortions affecting the members of AEGIS Europe
Ø AEGIS Europe position paper on international markets distortions triggered by below-market financing to

industries
Ø Communicating on the G7 initiative to address distortions triggered by below-market financing



6. Customs & Rules of Origin WG 
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• Its objective - safeguarding the industries’ interests in respect of the implementation of various customs
issues, including the Union Customs Code and provisions of Rules of Origin in EU bilateral Free Trade
Agreements

• OUTPUT:

Ø Various papers & meetings with relevant stakeholders on inward processing (lack of transparency of
inward processing authorisation process and rights of defence of the EU industry in the examination of
the economic conditions at EU level)

Ø Contributing to the Union Customs Code mid-term consultation
Ø Advocacy related to the reform of the Generalised Scheme of Preferences



7. Public Procurement WG
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EU public procurement market

Probably the most open in the world but
increasing challenges for EU companies:
• Challenge of EU public procurement rules

when international financing
• Unfair competition based on price from

State-owned competitors
• Insufficient provisions in EU public

procurement directives

International procurement markets

European businesses cannot always get equal
access to public procurement markets
outside the EU due to increasing barriers:
• Lack of transparency
• Discriminatory technical specifications
• Local content requirements
• Preferential treatment for domestic

suppliers

Uneven playing field for EU companies and serious industrial threat

The working group was set up to raise the profile of public procurement and related industry problems to
EU decision-makers (i.e. Foreign Subsidies Proposal, International Procurement Instrument & Targeted
review of public procurement directives)



8. Carbon Border Adjustment Task Force 
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• The task force was set up to reach a common understanding among the members of AEGIS Europe on the
following points:

Ø Address the CBAM from a trade and climate change perspective
Ø Assess the impact of the CBAM on trade defence instruments
Ø Assess the legal obstacles, possible solutions and WTO compliance

• OUTPUT – various position papers & studies focusing on the needs of the European manufacturing industry:

Ø addressing carbon leakage by maintaining ETS free allowances alongside CBAM & export adjustments to
allow the manufacturers to decarbonise in the coming years

Ø suggesting ways to improve the anti-circumvention provisions
Ø periodical assessment of CBAM by consulting the industry



CONCLUSIONS 
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• Europe needs a free, fair, and sustainable rules-based trade system

• European industrial network operates with the highest environmental and social standards: all our members
are committed to manufacturing in the EU while respecting these high environmental and social standards

• However, our trade partners should play by the same rules to ensure a level global playing field in trade

• In practice, several of our trade partners violate international trade rules through state intervention, leading
to significant global market distortions

• The EU must therefore develop stronger tools to confront new challenges and ensure a level playing field and
we have been contributing to the dialogue with policy makers in this sense



Many thanks for your attention!

AEGIS Europe contact: email: info@aegiseurope.eu
www.aegiseurope.eu
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AEGIS Europe

mailto:info@aegiseurope.eu
http://www.aegiseurope.eu/

